Growth factors: potential for the management of solid epithelial tumours.
At present we are on the threshold of an enormous change in clinical practice. The application of molecular medicine has already started and the area of growth factor biology is particularly relevant to this endeavor (Figure 6) (Jankowski and Polak 1996). Perhaps the major limitation to this process is the rate at which the clinician can comprehend and then undertake carefully designed molecular studies in gastroenterology. In time monographs that specifically address the issue of molecular medicine in clinical gene analysis and manipulation may perhaps replace standard text books (see Jankowski and Polak, 1996).